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SE NATOR WICKERSHAM: Mr. President, I'm go i n g  to rise in support
of this amendment. Senator C hambers has l a bored I think and 
caused an agreement t h a t  I can support. This is g e t t i n g  to be a 
familiar issue to the Legislature, at least I h ope  it is a 
familiar issue. We have, even after this a m e n d m e n t  is adopted, 
problems with the way we allocate dollars for the n e e ds-based 
scholarship programs. We have ha d  s e veral bi l l s  in Education. 
We've not re p o r t e d  an y  of those out yet. Some of them, at least 
one of the proposals, w o u l d  go a long w a y  to resol v i n g  the 
di fficulties that w e  have in n e e d s - b a s e d  scholarship. The 
pr o b le m w i t h  n e e d s - b a s e d  scholarship, to r e s p o n d  a little bit I 
think to what S e n ator S c hrock ha d  to say, is no t  n e c essarily 
that we offer support to students in p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s . That 
was a dec i s i o n  t hat w e  made e x p l icitly to d o  in 1992 and years 
be for e that as we b r o a d e n e d  the other two categories of 
programs. The p r o b l e m  is that w hat we do in n e e d s - b a s e d  aid is 
severely un b a l a n c e d  in terms of its b e n e f i t  to students. Most 
of it goes to the p r ivate schools. The pe r c e n t a g e  is 
o verwhelming in t hat regard. An d  it is not, in m y  estimation, 
the m ost effec t i v e  us e  of our d o llars b e c a u s e  we do not 
allocate, for example, n e e d s - b a s e d  aid to the least expensive 
schools. We liter a l l y  a llocate it to the m o s t  expensive, just 
the opposite of w hat yo u  wo u l d  n o r m a l l y  e x p e c t  us to do. Expect 
us to a llocate it to the least expensive s c hools so we would get 
the most students in the door and, instead, we allocate it 
pred o m i n a n t l y  to the m ost expensive schools so we get the least 
students. That's the real problem. S e n a t o r  Chambers' amendment 
works some improvement in that imbalance. It is not complete. 
And if you th i n k  that by a l l o cating monies a way from "PEAPA", 
the p r o g r a m  that is excl u s i v e l y  for the privates, that we're 
takin g all that m o n e y  away from the p r i v a t e  schools, that is not 
the case. They do an d  will part i c i p a t e  in t h e  s h ifted dollars. 
My  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  is t h e y  will p a r t i c i p a t e  in about 25 p e r cent of 
those shifted d o l l a r s  so it will m ove just v e r y  slightly the 
imbalance that we c u r r e n t l y  have in the wa y  that we use public 
dollars. Instead of u s i n g  them to support n e e d s - b a s e d  students 
at public schools, w e ' r e  u s i n g  them p r e d o m i n a n t l y  to support 
students at p r ivate schools. I think t hat is a serious issue 
for the Legislature. This is a small step t o w a r d  remed y i n g  an 
imbalance and I'm h a p p y  to support it.
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